
 

 

  

 
Brazilian Journal of Dentistry and Oral Radiology. 2023, 2, 1, bjd26. www.bjdentistry.com.br 

Clinical Image 

Impact and Management of an Impacted Canine in an Elderly Patient: 

A Radiographic Case Study  

Luiza Clertiani Vieira Alves 1, * , Jonas Nogueira Ferreira Maciel Gusmão  

 
1 Master's student in Dentistry Graduate Program (PPGO/UFC), Federal University of Ceará, Fortaleza, 

CE, Brazil. 
1 Post-graduate Program in Pathology, Federal University of Ceara, Fortaleza, CE, Brazil. 
 

* Correspondence: clertiani@gmail.com. 

Abstract: Not applied. 

Keywords: Impacted tooth; Canine; Elderly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Presence of an impacted tooth (canine) in position 34. 

 

A radiographic image presented highlights a case of an impacted canine located in 
the region of tooth 34 in a 65-year-old patient. The panoramic image (A) clearly shows 
the impacted canine, while the red markings represent the path of the inferior alveolar 
nerve, not other impacted canines as previously mentioned. The cone beam computed 
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tomography (CBCT) images in (B) provide specific axial sections in the region of the 
impacted canine, demonstrating its position in relation to the inferior alveolar nerve and 
adjacent bone structures, with detailed measurements that aid in the treatment evalua-
tion. 

This case illustrates the complexity involved in managing an impacted canine in an 
elderly patient. Considerations of surgical removal versus conservative treatment are cru-
cial, given the potential implications for the patient's health. In older adults, conservative 
treatment may be a valid option due to the lower risk of surgical complications such as 
damage to the inferior alveolar nerve, significant bone loss, or healing problems. The 
choice to monitor the impacted tooth with periodic imaging examinations may be pref-
erable to avoid interventions that could compromise the anatomical integrity of the pa-
tient, especially in areas close to critical nerve structures [1-3]. 

However, it is essential to consider the possibility of root resorption of adjacent 
teeth, the development of pathologies such as cysts or tumors, and other problems asso-
ciated with the impacted tooth [1-3]. Treatment decisions should be based on a careful 
assessment of the risks and benefits, considering the overall health status of the patient 
and their preferences, and always in consultation with an experienced oral surgeon or 
periodontist. 
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